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and I congratulate him on his decision 
to remain in West Virginia. 

I listened carefully to his prayer 
today. He used the words, ‘‘In God We 
Trust.’’ I was in the House of Rep-
resentatives in 1954, on June 7, when 
the House of Representatives passed 
legislation to include the words ‘‘under 
God’’ in the pledge of allegiance—June 
7, 1954; ‘‘under God.’’ There are some 
people in this country who would like 
to take those words out of that pledge, 
but not Fr. Acker. I don’t think any-
body here in the Senate would be for 
that. That was June 7, 1954. 

June 7, 1955, 1 year to the day, the 
House of Representatives voted to in-
clude the words ‘‘In God We Trust,’’ to 
have those words, as the national 
motto, put on all coins and all cur-
rency of the United States. Those 
words were already on some of the 
coins, but on June 7, 1955, the House of 
Representatives voted to have the 
words ‘‘In God We Trust’’—there they 
are— ‘‘In God We Trust,’’ have that as 
the national motto and have those 
words on the coins and currency of the 
United States. 

I was in the House on both occasions. 
I am the only person in Congress today 
who was in Congress when we voted to 
include the words ‘‘under God’’ in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. I thank our vis-
iting minister today for his use of 
those words. 

He also used the same words from the 
scriptures that Benjamin Franklin 
used in the Constitutional Convention 
in 1787 when the clouds of dissension 
and despair held like a pall over the 
Constitutional Convention. Everything 
was about to break up. They were hav-
ing a lot of dissension, I say to the Sen-
ator from Nevada and the Senator from 
Florida. They were not agreeing on 
very many things. They were very dis-
couraged. But Benjamin Franklin 
stood to his feet and suggested there be 
prayer at the convention, and he used 
those scriptures in his statement: 

Except the Lord build the house, they 
labour in vain that build it: except the Lord 
keep the city, the watchman waketh but in 
vain. 

Thank you, Father Acker, for using 
those words and for having as the 
theme of your prayer this morning ‘‘In 
God We Trust.’’ Thank you. 

I thank our Chaplain also, and I 
thank you, again, Father Acker. We 
hope you will enjoy your work in 
southern West Virginia. We are privi-
leged to have you in my part of the 
State finally, southern West Virginia. 
My part is the whole State. We thank 
you, and may God bless you. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, before the 
Senator from West Virginia and the 
visiting priest depart, I say to the man 
who runs this fine school in West Vir-
ginia—and I believe the Senator from 
Florida will say—what a treasure we 

have in the Senator from West Vir-
ginia. 

Today is a day of solemnity in the 
Senate. We are going to swear in a new 
Senator as a result of the death of one 
of our colleagues. It is a day of reflec-
tion for all of us. Speaking for myself, 
and I am sure the Senator from Flor-
ida, every day we reflect on how fortu-
nate we are to have someone who is a 
living example of the words that are 
engraved in the back of this Chamber: 
‘‘In God We Trust.’’ He is someone to 
whom we all look —both the minority 
and majority—for ethical standards, 
for a sense of morality that he brings 
to this body. I say to the priest from 
West Virginia, the State of West Vir-
ginia is well served and has been well 
served by Senator ROBERT BYRD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida. 

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, I, too, ex-
press my appreciation for the beautiful 
words of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia this morning. And to Father 
Acker: On behalf of the entire Senate, 
we welcome you today and appreciate 
greatly your words of prayer. 

This is a special day for all of us, as 
the Senator from Nevada indicated. We 
will be swearing in a new Senator from 
Georgia. We do so with heavy hearts, 
however. 

I seek recognition now for a few mo-
ments to say a few words on the life of 
our colleague, Senator PAUL COVER-
DELL. 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I thank my 
colleague, the distinguished Senator 
from Nevada, who has been very close 
to me for these several years in which 
we have served together in the Senate. 
I appreciate his friendship. I thank him 
for his good words today. I am grateful, 
flattered, and humbled by them. I 
thank the distinguished Senator from 
Florida. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

PERIOD FOR EULOGIES 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will now be a 
period for eulogies for the former Sen-
ator from Georgia, Mr. PAUL COVER-
DELL. 

f 

REMEMBERING SENATOR PAUL 
COVERDELL 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida. 

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, the 10 days 
since his sudden passing and the out-
pouring of expression from many dif-
ferent directions have given me the op-
portunity to reflect on PAUL’s life, the 
gifts he brought to the Senate, and the 
impact his life had on people. 

I want to focus my remarks on PAUL 
COVERDELL’s humility, which I think 
was his defining quality, his greatest 
gift, and one which had the greatest 
impact on the lives of others. 

Many people might say that humil-
ity, sometimes defined as freedom from 
pride or arrogance, is a quality not 
found often in our society today. No 
one disputes, however, that PAUL 
COVERDELL possessed a deep sense of 
humility. 

During the past 10 days, PAUL COVER-
DELL has been described as: Serious and 
low key; self-effacing; uncomfortable 
in the limelight; a humble public serv-
ant who became a political giant 
through selfless dedication and quiet 
civility; a very gentle and courteous 
person; a person people went to, felt 
really comfortable with, and opened up 
to; a person who really cared for what 
happened to others; a person many re-
garded as the Senate’s leading medi-
ator; a person of scrupulous integrity 
and unblemished character; a person 
with an unsurpassed work ethic and 
standard of personal ethics and devo-
tion to what he was doing; a person 
who always kept his word and was 
someone you could count on—just to 
mention a few characterizations. 

How many of us would like to be 
known as individuals who possess these 
qualities? 

Too often we think success results 
from aggressive, enterprising, pushy, 
and contentious behavior. In the case 
of PAUL COVERDELL, his success re-
sulted from his combination of humil-
ity and energy which enabled him to be 
known as the person who was the cor-
nerstone of the Georgia Republican 
Party and whose objective was to make 
his State party credible and viable in 
what had been virtually a one-party 
State; who was a political mentor to a 
number of politicians on both sides of 
the aisle; who was said by former Sen-
ator Sam Nunn to be ‘‘the person who 
makes the Senate work;’’ and finally, 
Democrats in his State have said that 
PAUL COVERDELL’s legacy is one of ac-
tions and deeds, not words and glory; 
friendship and trust, not cynicism and 
betrayal. 

There is no question that the out-
pouring of sentiment of PAUL’s humil-
ity, humanity, and his contribution to 
his State and to his Nation would have 
overwhelmed him. He would have been 
embarrassed by all of the adulation and 
attention. 

PAUL was the personification of Prov-
erbs 22:4: ‘‘the reward for humility and 
fear of the Lord . . . is riches and honor 
and life.’’ PAUL COVERDELL surely con-
ducted his life in a manner that re-
sulted in great riches and honor of pub-
lic opinion. 

The Book of Revelation, 20:12, states: 
‘‘and I saw the dead, great and small, 
standing before the throne, and books 
were opened. Also, another book was 
opened, the book of life. And the dead 
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